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WENT EDGE QUARRY LIAISON COMMITEE, KIRK SMEATON 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday 15 March 2023: Went Edge Quarry Offices 

Attendees 
Kate Bowden (KB)  Kirk Smeaton PC Clerk 
Cllr Tricia Storey (TS)  Chair Kirk Smeaton PC 
Cllr Gillian Ivey (GI)  Chair Little Smeaton PC 
Sam Till (ST)   NYCC Planning Officer 
Steph Coll (SC)  NYCC Planning Officer 
Chris Ballam (CB)  MWP Planning for Went Edge Quarry 
 
Item Topic Action 
1 Apologies 

 
Rob Lunn (RL) 
 

 

2 & 3 Minutes of 7 December 2022 Meeting and matters arising 
 
Minutes of 7 December agreed. 
 
Matters Arising – all agenda items except below. 
 
A condition variation application would be required if there was to 
be any change to the dust monitoring regime. 
 
ST had searched for sums of money paid in regard to road 
improvements but that there never was a commuted sum to pay to 
NYCC Highways for the improvement works as part of any of the 
last three planning applications.  
• The area 5,6 and 7 extension had a legal agreement for the 

long term management but nothing for highways. 
• The access application didn’t have a S106 agreement but 

had conditions requiring the highways improvement works 
and the Highways authority requested a S278 agreement in 
their consultation response. 

• The area 8 extension had a legal agreement but nothing 
within it regarding highways improvement works. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Update on Monitoring 
 
Dust and noise monitoring had continued as required, but there 
was no blasting, so no vibration monitoring was required. The 
Committee requested that results be brought to the next meeting 
and that RL reports on the effectiveness of the wheel washers.  
 
With regard to dust, TS and GI drew attention to the discolouration 
of vegetation along Went Edge Road and on the highway. CB 
noted that the past few weeks had been very difficult due to the 
weather conditions, but that as noted in the December minutes, 
there were now 2 wheel washes in operation and dust mitigation 
was used as set out in approved schemes. 
 

 
CB to 
produce 
monitoring 
results for 
May meeting. 
 
CB to discuss 
the condition 
of the 
highway with 
RL 
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5 Archaeology Update 
 
CB noted that the Archaeological work required had been 
completed, but due to dispute, the archaeology consultant had not 
released their report. This issue pre-dated the ownership change. 
ST reported that he was aware the work had been done and he 
awaited the report. 
 

 
 
CB to report 
back at May 
meeting. 

6 Ecological Monitoring 
 
The Restoration/Aftercare Committee Meeting due to be held in the 
morning had been cancelled due to the illness of Louise Hill, the 
Went Edge ecological consultant.  
 
CB noted that he had not had any response at all from Ellen Milner, 
the YWT representative. 
 
The Committee requested sight of the Committee minutes. 

 
 
CB to 
rearrange. 
 
 
 
 
 
CB to arrange 

7 Restoration Work in the Quarry 
 
CB noted that this was ongoing. As quarrying progressed, rejects 
and overburden were placed to the southern boundary as required 
by the approved restoration scheme. This was supplemented by 
rejects and soils from the waste recycling facility in the Quarry. 
 
ST noted that there was an outstanding requirement for a 
restoration masterplan. CB responded that this was in preparation. 
It was likely that the approved restoration scheme would have to be 
changed. ST stated that this would require a variation of the 
relevant condition to be submitted for approval. 
 

 
 
CB to bring 
masterplan to 
future 
committee 
meeting 
before formal 
submission to 
NYC. 

8 Went Edge Road Improvements 
 
CB noted that Mark Leivers was dealing with this as it was Mr 
Meakin’s responsibility. As far as CB was aware, discussions were 
ongoing with National Highways, Wakefield Council and NYCC; the 
issue was complication by there being two highway authorities. 
 
TS and GI were concerned about the state of Went Edge Road, 
which TS noted was the responsibility of NYCC Highways. 
 
RL asked to confirm and discuss with NYCC his offer of reducing 
the verges to stop flooding for the May meeting. 
 

 
 
CB to update 
the May 
Committee on 
progress. 
 
CB to bring 
this to RL’s 
attention 

9 Dust Suppression 
 
CB was unaware of the methods used to control dust. TS noted 
that there was a requirement for annual reports. The committee 
asked about the use of a water cannon. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CB to update 
May Meeting 
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ST stated that the County Planning Authority has requested an 
annual review of the dust monitoring scheme to be submitted which 
will be discussed in the restoration and management committee, as 
required under condition 24.  

 
 

10 Complaints Received 
 
KB stated that she had complained of being run-off the road by a 
van. CB noted that the quickest way to resolve issues was direct 
contact with the Quarry. ST stated the NYC also need to be aware 
of complaints. 
 
TS had received a complaint from a resident who was nearly run off 
the road but could not get the registration number. 

 

 

11 Any Other Business 
 
The Went Edge Road Bridleway was raised. CB noted that he was 
to prepare the design drawings, and these would need to be 
submitted to NYC for approval. Plant Life own the field at the 
eastern end of the Quarry and so it is hoped that they would agree 
to a continuation of the bridleway to meet the footpath heading 
north from the Road a short distance to the east. 
 

 
 
CB to bring 
drawings to 
next meeting 
for discussion 
if ready. 
 
CB to 
approach 
Plant Life re 
bridleway 
continuation.

12 Date of Next Meeting 
 
Wednesday 31 May 2:00 pm Went Edge Quarry Office

 
 

 


